
#

I On

Occasion

Our

Trusty
Truck

Acts
Funny

Good

Very

Vehicle

How

Any

II

straightanursingstudent.com

III

IV
V

VI

FUNCTION ASSESSMENT
Some

Say

Marry

Money
But

My
Brother

Bad

Says it’s

Business to

Money

Marry

Sensory

Sensory

Motor

Motor
Both

Motor
Both

Both

Sensory

Both

Motor

Motor

Sense of smell.

Sense of vision.
Pupil light refl ex & accommodation (afferent)

Moves muscles of the eye, raises the eyelid 
and is responsible for pupillary constriction 
and lens accommodation.

Moves superior oblique eye muscles.
Sensation to the face and moves the 
muscles of mastication. 

Moves the eye laterally.

Controls muscles of facial expression. 
Sensory to taste on anterior 2/3 of tongue.

Sense from the pharynx and taste on the 
posterior 1/3 of tongue. Motor for the 
parotid salivary gland and the muscles used 
in swallowing.

Hearing and equilibrium.

Motor innervation to muscles of pharynx 
and larynx. Visceral sensation to heart and 
abdominal organs. Sensation for the 
laryngopharynx and pharynx, AND 
PNS innervation to smooth muscle of the 
trachea, GI tract, bronchi and heart. 

Movement of the tongue.

Movement of trapezius and the 
sternocleidomastoid.
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Have the patient smell something familiar.

Have the patient read from a document held about 
14 inches away; or use Snellen chart.

Shine a penlight to observe pupillary response. Move 
fi nger in toward nose to observe accommodation. 
Have the patient follow your fi nger up, down, 
laterally and diagonally (This also tests IV and VI).

Tested with cranial nerve III.
Touch the cornea lightly with a cotton wisp (the 
individual should blink). Touch three areas of the face 
lightly with cotton wisp (temple, cheek, near mouth)  
to assess sensation. Have the patient differentiate 
between sharp/blunt and warm/cold. To test motor 
have the patient clench jaw and open mouth. 

Tested with cranial nerve III.

Have patient raise eyebrows, close eyes, puff their 
cheeks, smile. Have them taste something easily 
recognizable on the tips and sides of the tongue.

Swallow or test the gag refl ex. Observe soft palate 
when patient opens mouth and says “ahhh” (it should 
move upward). Place a familiar fl avor on the posterior 
tongue. 

Rub fi ngers together near ear. Stand with eyes closed 
for 30 seconds (Romberg test).

Have the patient swallow and speak (should not have 
hoarseness and should be easily audible)

Have patient stick out their tongue (should 
be midline) and then move it side to side.

Shrug shoulders against resistance; turn head 
against resistance.
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